OH August 2008 Newsletter

Hey everyone, 

I hope you have been doing well. I also hope your food plots are doing well and have received enough rain. If you limed back in the summer, your ph should be adjusted by now or getting closer to 6-7.  Now is the time to hit your food plots with about 100-150 # of ammonia nitrate, urea, or better yet ammonia sulfate if you can find it. This will give the plots a good kick going into winter. Also keep the human intrusion of your hunting land to a minimum this close to opening season. I had one client last year call me with this type problem.  He said his food plot was growing ok but the deer were not eating it.  I asked him if he had fertilized the plot and he said he put down 250 # of 13-13-13.  I then asked if he had tested his pH and he was puzzled by the question.  He had never thought of the soil pH before and had never tested it.  I told him it was like buying a horse and never feeding it.  It will be ok for a little while but will eventually die.  Lime and fertilizer go hand in hand … one will not work without the other.  Whitetail deer have the ability to tell and taste plants that have been properly fertilized.  Growth cages are great tools for this.  If you cannot tell the difference inside versus outside the cages, you have a soil problem.  Plants may look ok but they may not be getting the proper nutrients to allow them to flourish and be palatable! 

Allow me to tell you a quick story on kids and hunting.  Last year on opening morning, I took my 11-year-old son deer hunting.  I told him that he could harvest a buck of his choice as long as it had 6 points.  All bucks after that had to be mature bucks or bucks that we mount.  Well that morning around 7:30am we spotted a small 6-pt buck coming through the woods toward us.  He got excited and wanted to shoot the buck.  I told him the buck was a small 1.5-year old, but if that was the one he wanted to take he could shoot it.  Well, four shots later the buck was down.  This was his second-ever buck kill and he was very excited.  He wanted to hurry and look at his buck.  When we got to the buck, my son was very excited and wanted to hurry and load it up to show his mother.  At his age boys are still relying on their mothers for support and praise.  As we drove back to the house all he could say was hurry I want momma to see my deer.  We pulled up to the house and he ran in to wake momma from a cherished Saturday morning sleep.  As she stumbled outside to see his deer, her first words were, "He is kind of small." You could see the wind knocked out of my son's sail and his head fell down to his chest.  The buck did not meet mom’s approval.  We took the buck to be field dressed and while we were doing so my son made the comment, "Well is guess he isn't that big and I probably should not have shot him.”  I told him he was a young deer and it was his decision to make.  I could tell he was doing some soul searching while he was helping me field-dress the buck.  Well we went hunting that afternoon and just before dark a nice 8-pt buck with a 16-inch inside spread came into the food plot.  My son just watched him and never said a word about shooting him.  His only statement was boy he sure is pretty and maybe he will be bigger next year.  

My point is let your kids make their own decisions.  Lay down the rules and stick by them.  Kids have to learn some things on their own and make their own decisions right or wrong.  Let them make their mistakes without fussing at them.  Always remember not to take the fun out of hunting!  Mistakes will always happen and we all must learn from them to make us better hunters and mangers of wildlife.

 

Thanks and happy hunting,

Steve Payne

Owner – Oak Haven Forages, LLC

http://www.oakhavenforages.com

